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Town/City: —§ Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 
North Eastham/Nauset 


Address: 575R Nauset Road 
Historic Name: Joshua & Ruth Doane House 
Uses: Present: single-family residence 

Original: single-family residence 
Date of Construction: ca. 1768 
Source: vital records, genealogy, censuses 
Style/Form: Colonial/Cape Cos 
Architect/Builder: unknown 


Exterior Material: 
Foundation: concrete block 


Wall/Trim: wood shingle/wood 


Roof: wood shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
Guest house, mid-20" c. 
Garage, mid-20" c. 
Major Alterations (with dates): 
Renovation following fire, 1958 
Wings & bay window added, mid 20" c. 
Window sash replaced, mid-20" c. 


Condition: good 


Moved: no] yes] Date: 


Acreage: 7.418 


Setting: The house is set back from Nauset Road at the 
end of a long private lane. It is bordered by open space 
owned by the National Seashore on the east and 20*- 
century residential subdivisions on the west. 


12/12 Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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[_] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The Joshua & Ruth Doane House, built ca. 1768, is a one-story wood frame single dwelling with a three-quarters Cape Cod plan 
and a rear wing. The four-bay front fagade is plainly decorated with corner boards and a shallow cornice at the eave line. It 
contains an off-center entrance with a transom and flanking pilasters topped tight against the eaves. The entrance lobby is 
flanked by large and small rooms in the front with rooms in the rear. The chimney is further off-center landing between rooms on 
the west end of the house leaving smaller front room unheated. (This may be the result of renovations following a fire in 1958.) 
The west gable end has two windows at the corers of the first floor and two closely-spaced in the gable, which is a conventional 
pattern for the type. The one-story kitchen wing on the rear is a later addition; a chimney survives to mark the division between 
the kitchen in the front and service areas in the rear. The west fagade, substantially recessed back from the gable end of the 
house, contains a doorway flanked by windows. It was later extended with a wing with a lower roof attached to the end. The rear 
room in the northwest corner of the house was renovated into a dining room in the mid-20"" century with a one-story shed-roof 
extension on the rear wall. Other changes have been made on the interior as described in the 1995 MHC B Form. A one-story 
wood frame guest house west of the main house was built in the mid-1900s using materials salvaged from old buildings. Also at 
this time, north of the house, a large garage was erected. 


The buildings are situated in a clearing at the south end of an otherwise forested property. The lane linking it to Nauset Road 
directly approaches the front of the house before turning west and continuing to the garage. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

The destruction of the earliest deeds makes it impossible to trace this house with any accuracy before about 1768, and even 
then, only a fairly detailed genealogy has made that date apparent. Nineteenth-century censuses and deeds make clear that 
before 1856 the house at 575R Nauset Road was owned and occupied by master mariner Russell Doane (1801-77), who first 
appears in Eastham censuses in 1840. According to Doane family historian Alfred Alder Doane, this Russell Doane lived for 
many years in a house built by Joshua Doane (born 1744) “near his father” Solomon Doane (1705-89) “and on a portion of his 
father’s farm.” Joshua Doane married Ruth Rich of Truro in 1768, and it seems likely that he built his house at that time. In 
December 1789, shortly after his father’s death, Joshua and his brothers Noah and Solomon agreed to a division of lands their 
father had given them. The agreement stipulated that Joshua Doane would own, among other parcels, land on the northwest 
side of the road (now Nauset Road) that included “the land given to the said Joshua by his father, where the said Joshua 
Doane’s dwelling house now stands.”' 


He is listed in the 1790 census, taxed on one dwelling in 1798, and remained in Eastham through at least 1810, after which 
census he and his family moved to Royalston. Joshua Doane’s first cousin Isaiah Doane (1742-1830) was Russell Doane’s 
grandfather. No deed exists in the country registry that documents Joshua Doane’s sale of any property in Eastham, but he 
might have sold his homestead either to Simeon Mayo or to Russell’s father Myrick Doane (born 1773). In 1828 Simeon Mayo 
sold Russell Doane his 25-acre homestead with hits house to Russell Doane for $1000; in 1839 Myrick sold his homestead and 
all the rest of his estate to Russell for $800.2 Deeds for 575R Nauset Road from 1866 established that the property was twenty- 
five acres, which at least suggests that it was the Simeon Mayo property—presumably, if the Doane genealogy is correct, 
acquired from Joshua Doane or someone who bought it from him.? 


Russell Doane was listed in the 1840 census in this Nauset neighborhood with three in his household, and the 1850 census 
describes him as a shipmaster with $866 in real property. In 1831 he married Martha Crosby, daughter of Thomas and Patty 
Rogers Crosby, and the 1850 census lists the couple with son Charles R., born in 1840, father Myrick Doane, and an unrelated 
French immigrant boarder. By 1855 Doane had moved to Brooklyn New York, where the 1855 census lists his household with 
the same members as in 1850. By early March 1870 Myrick Doane had died, either at his son’s Brooklyn home or in his other 


1 Solomon Doane, Noah Doane, and Joshua Doane, agreement, 1 December 1789, BCD 999041:16. 

? Simeon Mayo to Russell Doane, 3 September 1828, BCD 24:23; Myrick Doane to Russell Doane, 4 January 1839, BCD 23:44. See Alfred 

Alder Doane, comp., The Doane Family: Deacon John Doane, of Plymouth. .. (Boston: Alfred Alder Doane, 1902), 97, 169. 

3 In 1811 Simeon Mayo married Patty (Martha) Doane, the daughter of Obadiah Doane and distantly related to this Doane branch. 
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home in Spotswood, New Jersey, and Doane and his wife lived with son Charles, his wife Mathilde, and their four children. 
Doane had written his will many years before, in 1852, and left his estate to his wife Martha as long as she took care of his father 
for as long as he lived. In May 1857 third cousin Noah Doane, to whom Russell had given power of attorney, sold his homestead 
to Joshua Hatch for an unstated sum.* The 1858 Eastham map attaches his name to 575R Nauset Road. 


Like Russell Doane, Joshua Hatch (1807-96) was a master mariner and a native of Eastham. He was living in Boston in 1854 
when he married Scots immigrant Alison Thompson, but the 1860 census shows them in this Eastham neighborhood with their 
three-year-old daughter Abbie; by 1865 the couple had two more children, Frank and May, and mother-in-law Catherine 
Thompson was also part of the household. Like Doane, too, Hatch moved to the Williamsburg section of Brooklyn, where he 
died, and in 1866 he sold the Nauset Road property to Wellfleet mariner Thomas Higgins (1830-94), who by 1865 had lived with 
his wife Clara Paine, an Eastham native, in the nearby home of Freeman Doane. The 1870 census does not seem to include this 
Higgins family in the neighborhood, however, and in 1877 Higgins was living in Haverhill when he sold the Nauset Road property 
to John H. Eaton of Reading. About two years later Eaton sold the property to Eastham farm Eldad Higgins, only distantly related 
to Thomas Higgins.® 


Eldad Higgins (1838-1919) was the son of Eastham mariner Benjamin Higgins Jr. and his wife Hannah Higgins of Wellfleet. In 
1864 he married Paulina Knowles (1841-1928), daughter of William F. and Betsey Knowles of Eastham, and in 1865 the couple 
lived with Betsey Knowles. Eldad Higgins was a mariner early in his life but in 1884 was appointed railroad depot master and 
also served the town as selectman, assessor, overseer of the poor, auditor, and town meeting moderator. He was also active in 
local and county Republican politics. The 1880 Eastham map attaches “E. Higgins” to the house on this site. In 1891 Higgins 
and his family moved to the corner of Bridge and Depot roads and sold 575R Nauset Road to John McKoy for $500. McKoy was 
a Vermont native and a dry goods clerk who had earlier lived in Boston, Nantucket, and Wakefield. 


In 1900 John McKoy and his family were living in Wakefield when his wife, Mary Horton McKoy, sold twenty acres of the Nauset 
property with its buildings to George H. Manuel of Boston.® “The John McKoy farm has been purchased by Mr George H. Manuel 
of East Boston, who, with his mother, intends to make it their permanent home,” the Barnstable Patriot reported on 19 March 
1900. “Mr. Manuel, after fifty years residence in Boston, hopes to enjoy and comfort and rest induced by the invigorating breezes 
and quietude of good old Eastham.” Manuel was the son of Martin Manuel of Provincetown and his wife Rebecca F. Mayo of 
Eastham, who married in 1846 and lived most of their lives in Easton Boston. They had three children—twins George H. and 
Georgianna and Charles E. George Manuel worked as a compositor and printer. His father died in East Boston in 1883, and his 
brother Charles died at the age of forty-five in 1899. Rebecca Mayo Manuel was seventy-seven when she and son George 
moved to Eastham, and she died in May 1903. In the same year George Manuel sold 575R Nauset Road for $800 to Arthur E. 
Brown, the son of his sister Georgianna Manuel Brown.’ Brown, then twenty-five years old, sold the property three years later, 
and it changed hands often—from Charles C. Seaver to Maine native Abram Mann to Noah Rich Holbrook—over the next two 
decades. Mann’s name is attached to the house on the 1905 Eastham map, but by November 1909 Wellfleet-born engineer 
Noah Holbrook occupied the house. The Hyannis Patriot reported at that time that Holbrook and his family had “removed their 
household goods from Provincetown and are living in Mr Abram Mann’s house”; deeds indicate that Mann sold the property to 
Holbrook in December 1910 and held a mortgage on it.2 Noah Holbrook was working in Middleborough when he died suddenly 
in 1915. 


The census documents that the widow Carrie Holbrook remained in this house in 1920, at which point she was working as a 
housekeeper and had the income of three boarders, all Eastham teachers—Florence W. Keith, Lucille Blanchard, and Otto 
Nickerson. In 1923, she appears to have subdivided her property, and in that year she sold Yngve E. Ronger a parcel of a little 
more than an acre bordering on Nauset Road. In 1925 she sold the bulk of her parcel—some twenty acres and its buildings—to 
Robert C. Watson of Cohasset, and she moved to a house on her land just north of Ronger’s on the west side of Nauset Road; 


4 Noah Doane, in behalf of Russell Doane, Williamsburgh NY by power of attorney, to Joshua Hatch, 22 May 1857, BCD 63:380 
5 Joshua Hatch, Williamsburg NY, to Thomas Higgins, 23 November 1866, BCD 91:209; Thomas Higgins, Haverhill, to John H Eaton, Reading, 
11 October 1877, BCD 129:476; John H. Eaton to Eldad Higgins, 26 September 1879, BCD 143:285. 
§ Eldad Higgins to John McKoy, 21 August 1891, BCD 191:596; Mary A. McKoy, Wakefield, to George H. Manuel, Boston, 24 January 1900, 
BCD 242:242. 
7 George H. Manuel to Arthur E. Brown, 11 March 1903, BCD 261:166 
8 Arthur E. Brown to Charles C. Seaver, 14 December 1896 [1906 in registry index], BCD 278:407; Charles C. Seaver, Orleans to Abram 
Mann, 31 May 1907, BCD 282:502; Abram Mann, Boothbay ME, to Noah R. Holbrook, 2 December 1910, BCD 303:535 (and mortgage deed 2 
December 1910, BCD 304:412). 
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in 1930 she shared that house with Florence Keith.° Born in Milton in 1893, Watson was the son of prominent Boston insurance 
broker Robert C. Watson and graduated Harvard College in 1915. He became a cotton broker, and in 1917 he was living in an 
affluent section of Dartmouth and working for New Bedford cotton firm McFadden, Sands and Company. He served in the Naval 
Reserve during the First World War and in 1923 married Roxy H. Green Cummings, apparently a widow who had been the wife 
of New Bedford grocer Frank Augustus Cummings; she had two children from her first marriage, Rosalind Wood (born 1904) 
and Prescott Brownell (born 1908). Watson had been living in Memphis in the mid-1920s and had just returned to 
Massachusetts when he died suddenly, at Chatham, in July 1926. He left his widow Roxy and two sons, Robert Clifford, born in 
1922 in New Bedford, and William Wood, born in 1924 in Cohasset. Roxy Green Cummings Watson died in 1927 in Boston, and 
the Nauset Road property passed to the children of both her first and second marriages, with Rosalind Wood Cummings serving 
as guardians for the two boys. In November 1929 Prescott Cummings and Rosalind Wood Cummings petitioned the state land 
court to have the boundaries of and title to the parcel described and registered."° 


The Cummings siblings appear to have used 575R Nauset Road as a summer home. In 1928 Prescott B. Cummings married 
Mildred A. Hattin in New York City, and by 1930 the couple was living in El Paso, Texas, where Cummings worked for an oil 
refinery. His sister lived in Boston in 1930 and traveled extensively. By 1942 Prescott Cummings’s draft registration indicates 
that he was living on Nauset Road and working for Falmouth contractor Walsh Construction Company. By 1949 Rosalind 
Cummings had married and transferred her quarter-share in the Eastham property to her brother and his wife. Prescott 
Cummings died in February 1990 and his wife Mildred in 1999, and the house passed to Hattin and other relatives, with a life 
estate put in place in 2000 for Suzanne Seavy of Monroeville, New Jersey. In 2012 Seavy and other heirs transferred the 
property to Paul R. Seavy Jr. of Brandon, Florida, and released the life estate." 
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610:277). By 1940 Carrie Holbrook was living in that same Florida county, and she died there in 1951. Caroline A. Holbrook to Robert C. 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 


(credit Larson Fisher Associates, 2019 unless otherwise noted) 


View from NW. 


View of guest house from NE. 
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